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A district may, if it identifies the need, design a model for the deliv-

ery of cooperative health-care programs for students and their fam-

ilies and may compete for grants to provide such programs. The 

model program may provide for delivery of conventional health ser-

vices and disease prevention of emerging health threats that are 

specific to a district. 

On the recommendation of an advisory council [see Advisory 

Council, below] or on the initiative of the board, a district may es-

tablish a school-based health center at one or more campuses to 

meet the health-care needs of students and their families. A district 

may contract with a person to provide services at a school-based 

health center. 

Education Code 38.051 

All health-care programs should be designed to meet the following 

goals: 

1. Reducing student absenteeism; 

2. Increasing a student’s ability to meet the student’s academic 

potential; and 

3. Stabilizing the physical well-being of a student. 

Education Code 38.063(c) 

A school-based health center may provide services to a student 

only if a district or the provider with whom a district contracts ob-

tains the written consent of the student’s parent or guardian or an-

other person having legal control of the student. The student’s par-

ent or guardian or another person having legal control of the 

student may give consent to receive ongoing services or may limit 

consent to one or more services provided on a single occasion. 

The consent form must list every service the center delivers in a 

format that complies with all applicable state and federal laws and 

allows a person to consent to one or more categories of services. 

Education Code 38.053 

The permissible categories of services are: 

1. Family and home support; 

2. Physical health care, including immunizations;  

3. Dental health care; 

4. Health education;  

5. Preventive health strategies; 
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6. Treatment for mental health conditions [see FFEB]; and 

7. Treatment for substance abuse.  

Education Code 38.054 

Reproductive services, counseling, or referrals may not be pro-

vided through a school-based health center using grant funds 

awarded under Education Code Chapter 38, Subchapter B. Any 

service provided using grant funds must be provided by an appro-

priate professional who is properly licensed, certified, or otherwise 

authorized under state law to provide the service. Education Code 

38.055–.056 

The staff of a school-based health center and the person who con-

sents to treatment shall jointly identify any health-related concerns 

of a student that may be interfering with the student’s well-being or 

ability to succeed in school.  

If it is determined that a student is in need of a referral for physical 

health services or mental health services, the staff of the center 

shall notify the person whose consent is required under Education 

Code 38.053 verbally and in writing of the basis for the referral. 

The referral may not be provided unless the person provides writ-

ten consent for the type of service to be provided and provides 

specific written consent for each treatment occasion or for a course 

of treatment that includes multiple treatment occasions of the same 

type of service.  

Education Code 38.057 

A board may establish and appoint members to a local health edu-

cation and health-care advisory council to make recommendations 

on the establishment of school-based health centers and to assist 

a district in ensuring that local community values are reflected in 

the operation of each center and in the provision of health educa-

tion.  

A majority of the members must be parents of students enrolled in 

the district. In addition to the appointees who are parents, a board 

shall also appoint at least one classroom teacher, one administra-

tor, one school counselor, one licensed health-care professional li-

censed or certified to practice in this state, one member of the 

clergy, one person from law enforcement, one member of the busi-

ness community, one senior citizen, and one student.  Education 

Code 38.058 

A district may seek assistance in establishing and operating a 

school-based health center from any public agency in the commu-

nity. Education Code 38.059 
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If a district is located in a county with a population not greater than 

50,000 or that has been designated under state or federal law as a 

health professional shortage area, a medically underserved area, 

or a medically underserved community, the district and advisory 

council shall make a good-faith effort to identify and coordinate with 

existing providers.  

The district shall keep a record of efforts made to coordinate with 

existing providers.  

Education Code 38.060 

If a person receiving a medical service from a school-based health 

center has a primary care physician, the staff of the center shall 

provide notice of the service to that physician. Before delivering 

service to a person with a primary care physician under the state 

Medicaid program, a state children’s health plan program, or a pri-

vate health insurance or health benefit plan, the staff of the center 

shall notify that physician to share medical information and obtain 

authorization for delivering the medical service. Education Code 

38.061 

A district shall comply with the funding requirements and limitations 

set out in Education Code 38.062–.063 and with rules adopted by 

the commissioner of state health services. Education Code 

38.062–.063 

If a district receives a grant from the Texas Department of State 

Health Services (TDSHS) to assist with the costs of operating 

school-based health centers, it must comply with TDSHS stand-

ards for funded centers. 25 TAC 37.531, .538 
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